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PRODUCT SHOT WITH SHINY SURFACES
TECH HARD DRIVE FOR CATALOG

A simple product shot can sometimes present a lot of
challenges for the photographer not used to thinking about
reflected specular lighting. In this shot, the product is practically
lit with specular reflection. There is very little direct light on

the Hard Drive case, rather we have built an environment
where the unit is simply reflecting all that surrounds it with

our control to make it look fantastic.

Let's look at the item itself. It has a brushed aluminum front
panel that is a full curve facing camera, an aluminum base and
a flat side panel with etched logo.

We of course want to see all of that, and that means lighting
control. On the shot to the left you will see the well rounded
front panel, an evenly lit side panel and the etching appears
clear and clean against the dark gray. There is a small rim light
on the edge of the front panel and a delicate rim along the back
panel. We also are showing the lights within the unit as being

lit which adds a little ‘drama’to it and brings the item to life.

While this is a fairly easy shot to do, it does require careful
placement of light and fill/reflector cards to provide smooth,
even light that has dimension to it. We want to see the curves
as they are one of the defining elements of this design,and
curves mean a wide reaching reflection.

A clean shot of a rather mundane tech item. The color
makes it more interesting and the angle makes it big.

Placement in the frame is also very important and
we want to make the item the “hero” of this ad or
catalog shot.One way to do that is to shoot slightly
“up”at the item creating a “towering” presence. It is
also important in this shot that we don‘t show the
table that it is sitting on as that would make it more
mundane and it would appear as a hard drive
sitting on a table...boring.
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Hard Drive assembly sitting on the table. Strip light is mounted on a boom and placed above the unit.
Camera is mounted on a camera stand for this shot. This is the preliminary setup so | can get an idea of what|
‘fou can see that the camera is tilted slightly up for the *herc”lock. really want to shoo

To the left you can see how important the placement
of the overhead light is. We want it to be subtle and
not overpowering in the final shot. We will be using

the natural reflectiveness of the ; =
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item to build the light around. -
On theright is a shot of vertical —
alignment. The camera aimed
at an oblique angle to the table
and the hard drive sitting at a

slightangle in order to show
depth.l am using a wide angle

NOTE: The camera is too high on these:we see the table.

The light is toa Here the light is
far back for itto moved forward till

hawve any influence .mast of it is in front .

onthebnshed  ofthe unit Thislight lens here to help create a little

:alumlnum and then falls down the _

Istoo contrsty front ofthe hard drama in the shot.In the end,

across th.e top drive and cl.aahz.;a .

of the unit. more pleasing rim though, I was Zoomed outa blt
on the top.

as the wide angle was too much.









